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war on two fronts. But behind this triumph they found a
vacuum which, they thought, was created by the collapse
of Hitler's most important spiritual edifice. A man who has
cursed Bolshevism whenever conversation touched the
subject of Russia or Stalin, must feel empty now this
line is no longer open to him.
Whatever he says about the alliance, even his triumph
sounds hollow, because not even Hitler's acrobatic mind
has as yet acclimatised itself to the new position. As every-
thing Hitler says or does receives its impetus from the
emotion which he puts behind it, the lack of emotion
about the Russian alliance makes his arguments about
Russia and Stalin now sound unconvincing.
" Hitler will never get over it," said one diplomat
who has been a good judge of Hitler in the past.
"He always believed in what he said, believed in it,
at least, at the moment when he said it. But he does
not believe that the Soviet Alliance will turn out well
for Germany."
While Ribbentrop is genuinely working to cement this
alliance and to make it work, Hitler, the double-crosser,
is working against his new friend, Stalin, already. His
mind thinks in terms of infiltration, of changing Stalin's
Bolshevism to something which he can accept in his own
mind. His propagandists are emphasising the Socalist
aspect of German Nazism to smooth out the differences
in Weltanschauung between the two unequal allies.
But Hitler, abandoning the immediate purpose of the
alliance, is already dreaming of infiltration of the Ukraine
by Nazi agents, and is working out schemes by which,
one day, he will be able to stand up and say: "This was
my real purpose. ... I wanted to get the Ukraine, I
wanted to do away with Bolshevism. Now I have
succeeded."